
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 23 September 2004] 

 p6511d-6512a 
Mr Tony McRae 

 [1] 

ROAD FREIGHT NETWORK, SOUTH METROPOLITAN REGION 
Statement by Member for Riverton 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [12.53 pm]:  Today I am releasing a plan for the future development of the road 
freight network in the southern metropolitan region.  It is a plan for the future that demonstrates that a 
sustainable freight connection is possible.  The Gallop Government’s program of reform and improvement has 
been very clearly demonstrated through its work on Roe Highway.  When we came to government in 2001 there 
had been no progress on Roe Highway for 10 years.  We have now completed Roe Highway stage 4 to the 
Kenwick Link, Roe Highway stage 5 to Nicholson Road and Roe Highway stage 6 to South Street.  Roe 
Highway stage 7 will connect to the Kwinana Freeway by the end of next year.   
There has been much debate about what will happen to the old plan for Roe Highway stage 8, which 40 years 
ago was designed to be bulldozed through the Beeliar wetlands west of the freeway.  That old plan is not 
sustainable.  It is no longer acceptable to put a major road like Roe Highway through such valuable wetlands.   
My plan is a plan for the future.  It sets out a sustainable plan that protects the Beeliar wetlands and connects the 
freight network.  My connect-and-protect plan shows how Roe Highway can be extended along the existing 
freight rail line to connect to Stock Road in the Spearwood industrial zone.  Creating a freight corridor that 
contains both rail and road freight is good use of built infrastructure.  It minimises the impact of freight 
movement on local communities and protects the wetlands from the bulldozers.  This is a plan for the future that 
can be put in place if and when it is demonstrated that a connection of Roe Highway to Stock Road is necessary.  
This future Roe Highway connection to Stock Road provides a link to the Fremantle port to the north and a link 
to the future southern harbour and the Kwinana/Henderson industrial zones in the south.  It is a plan for the 
future.  It is a sensible and sustainable plan and a solution to our freight network needs. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
 


